
TEST NAME COMMENTS COLLECTION CONTAINER 
CULTURE-AFB (TB)  Swabs are unacceptable for AFB (TB) culture. 

 
CULTURE-

WOUND/TISSUE/FLUID 
(AEROBIC ONLY) 

 
 
 
 

Fluids, pus, 
drainages, 

aspirates, and 
tissues in a 

sterile 
container or 

syringe are best 
for culture 

 
BD ESwab 

(Short tube with white cap and liquid in bottom) 
 

OR 
 

 
BBL CultureSwab 

(White cap, foam at bottom) 
OR 

 

 
BBL CultureSwab Plus 

(Blue cap, gel at bottom) 

CULTURE-FUNGAL, 
OTHER 

 

CULTURE-ANAEROBIC 

 
 

Fluids, pus, 
drainages, 

aspirates, and 
tissues in a 

sterile 
container or 

syringe are best 
for culture 

 
BD ESwab 

(Short tube with white cap and liquid in bottom) 
 

OR 
 

 
BBL CultureSwab Plus 

(Blue cap, gel at bottom) 
 

MRSA SCREEN Nasal swab 

 
BD ESwab 

(Short tube with white cap and liquid in bottom) 
 

OR 
 

BBL CultureSwab 
(White cap, foam at bottom) 

 
OR 

 
BBL CultureSwab Plus 

(Blue cap, gel at bottom) 

VRE SCREEN Perianal swab 

CULTURE-STREP 
SCREEN 

Throat swab or 
Rectal/Vaginal 

 
**if sending throat 

swab for rapid 
strep please use 

swab indicated on 
Rapid Strep A 

Screen** 

BORDETELLA 
PRETUSSIS PCR 

Call Microbiology 
lab at x81750 for 
nasopharyngeal 

swab 
 

Page 1 of 2

Swab Collection Guide - Version: 1.0. Index: KC Microbiology 1034. Printed: 08-Mar-2023 12:42

Authorized on: 08-Mar-2023. Authorized by: Corey Peng. Document Unique Reference: 822-87640213. Due for review on: 08-Mar-2025

Author(s): Amy Sears

Sw
ab

 C
ol

le
ct

io
n 

G
ui

de
 - 

Ve
rs

io
n:

 1
.0

. I
nd

ex
: K

C 
M

ic
ro

bi
ol

og
y 

10
34

. P
ri

nt
ed

: 0
8-

M
ar

-2
02

3 
12

:4
2



RAPID STREP A 
SCREEN 

Throat swab 
 

BBL CultureSwab 
(White cap, foam at bottom) 

COVID PCR / 
INFLUENZA A/B and 

RSV PCR / RVP VIRAL 
PANEL PCR 

Nasopharyngeal 
swab in universal 
transport media 

 

 
 

MRSA PNEUMONIA 
SCREEN 

Nares swab 

 

 
BD ESwab 

(Short tube with white cap and liquid in bottom) 

DIRECT EXAM 

Put a small 
amount of sterile 
saline in a clear 

top tube and 
insert inoculated 

swab. 
Send 

immediately 
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