
 
 

Correct Specimen Labeling  

Introduction 

This tip sheet describes the process for correctly labeling a lab specimen. If the label is not applied 
properly, the lab cannot scan the barcode correctly.  

Why 

Bedside label printing using electronic positive patient identification is going live at HUP on July 22, 2025. 
New bedside printers will no longer support smaller “footie” labels that are placed on microtainers. Staff 
must follow the below instructions when labeling specimens.  

Correct Label Placement:  

• Place the label vertically along the tube. 
• Patient name placed nearest to cap. 
• Be sure to leave a window for the lab to see the specimen. 
• Do not place the label horizontally (no flagging). 
• Do not place the label over the cap. 
• Do not let the label extend past the end of the tube if possible*.  

o *Microtainer label may be longer than tube. See the example below 

Examples of Correct and Incorrect Labeling:  

 


