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Microbiology  Specimen Collection and Handling
I. General Instructions: All specimens for Microbiology and Parasitology:
1.  Will be accompanied with the appropriate requisition slip which includes:


2. Complete patient information (name, age, etc.)

3. Time and date of collection

4. Doctor’s name

5. Source of specimen

6. Specific test requested

7. List of antibiotics given prior to culture collection
B.  Will be collected in the correct manner for that particular specimen (i.e., sputum for microbiology should be collected in a dry, sterile collection cup, where sputum for cytology studies requires a collection cup with a liquid preservative in it) and stored appropriately.
C. Will have adequate specimen type/quantity, suitable preservation, prevention of dried swabs, and correct use     of transport media when required. Note:  All specimen containers and transport media are available at the lab.
D.  Will be completely sealed to avoid leaking specimens.
E.  Are delivered to the laboratory and processed promptly.  Special attention will be given to Spinal Fluid cultures and Anaerobic cultures.
II. Rejection criteria for Microbiology specimens:
A. In all the following cases, notify the client to request another specimen.
B. Unlabeled specimens of any kind.
C. Discrepancy between patient identification on requisition and specimen container label.
D. Test not indicated on requisition.
E. Sputum specimens which:
1. Appear to be saliva
2. Have dried up in the collection cup.
3. Have been collected in a collection cup containing liquid preservative.
F. Stool specimens which:
1. Have dried up in the collection cup
2. Have barium or other interfering contaminants and have been submitted for ova and parasites.
3. Submitted in dirty diapers or U-bag.
G. Dry swabs of all types except those submitted for the rapid strep assay.
H. Foley catheter tips (preferred specimen – first urine after catheter is removed).
I. Leaking or contaminated specimen containers.
J. Duplicate specimens from the same patient, same source on the same day
K. Sputum or other body fluids collected on swabs, except throats and lesions.
L. Specimens which are not labeled with the time of collection
M.  Specimens which have been stored at the wrong temperature such as sputum, stool, or urine left at room temperature.
N. Only one swab submitted with multiple requests for various organisms (bacteria, AFB, fungi,virus, ureaplasmas, etc.)
O. Specimen for anaerobes not received in appropriate container.

III. Reference: 
A.  Clinical Microbiology Procedures Handbook.  Second Edition Volume I, Isenberg, Henry D. 
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