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Specimen Labeling
Specimen Labeling Instruction: 

A. All blood and stool specimens received in the laboratory must have a permanently attached label with, as a minimum, the following information either in the form of a pre-printed label or written legibly in ink:

1. Patient’s first and last legal name

2. Patient’s date of birth

3. Date and time of collection, Initials of the person who collected the specimen.

B. Blood Bank Specimens, the following must be handwritten on the tube:

1. Patient’s first and last legal name

2. Patient’s date of birth

3. Date and time of collection

4. Initials of the person who collected the specimen

5. Blood bank number

C. CSF, Fluids and Tissue Specimens: Each container submitted must be labeled with: 

1. Patient’s first and last legal name

2. Patient’s date of birth

3. Date and time of collection

4. Initials of the person who collected the specimen.

5. Source of collection

6. Tube Identification number when necessary (1,2,3,4 etc... indicating the order of collection)

NOTE: Cerebrospinal (CSF) tests are usually considered to be STAT procedures as the constituents are unstable. Because of this, all body fluids, especially CSF, must be taken to the laboratory immediately after collection and handed directly (not left on the counter) to a laboratory personnel, or sent via pneumatic tube.

D. Urine Specimens: All urine specimens received in the laboratory must have, as minimum, the following information affixed to the specimen container (not the lid):

1. Patient’s first and last legal name

2. Patient’s date of birth

3. Date and time of collection

4. Initials of the person who collected the specimen.

E. 24 hr. urine or other timed collections must have in addition to the above, the Start and Stop date and time of the collection written on the specimen container (not on the lid).

NOTE: It is important to deliver the urine specimens to the laboratory as soon as possible after collection to maintain cellular and chemical stability. Specimens collected and transferred into the Urinalysis tube and Urine culture tubes are stable at room temperature for a maximum of 24hrs for Urinalysis and 72 hours for Urine culture tube. All other specimens must be refrigerated.

F. Microbiology specimens: Ensure the following information is affixed to each specimen container (not the specimen container lid)

1. Patient’s first and last legal name

2. Patient’s date of birth

3. Date and time of collection

4. Initials of the person who collected the specimen.

5. Source or type of specimen (i.e. stool, sputum etc…)

6. Multiple specimens requiring individual diagnosis should be placed in separate containers to be order entered and resulted individually.

NOTE: If specimens are not labeled, or are mislabeled, a repeat specimen may have to be collected resulting in a delay in processing. The laboratory reserves the right to refuse improperly labeled specimens. (See Specimen Rejection)

G. Labeling with pre-printed labels guide:
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