
ABN & MEDICARE

A number of tests are designated as Medicare limited coverage tests. Medicare will only 
reimburse providers for these tests based on a limited list of diagnostic reasons and 
frequency limitations. The limited tests and the covered diagnoses are published by CMS and 
are called National Coverage Determinations (NCD). Our local Medicare contractor also has 
published additional Local Coverage Determinations (LCD). An ABN (Advance Beneficiary 
Notice of Non-coverage) should be collected for any patient with frequency limited testing or 
with a diagnosis that is not listed in the NCD/LCD policy. By signing an ABN, the patient 
indicates that he or she is responsible to pay for the tests if Medicare denies payment.  Tests 
done for screening, investigative or research purposes will not be covered by Medicare. 
Medicare never covers the General Health Panel.
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EXAMPLE

For a current copy of 
Intermountain Healthcare 
Laboratory Services ABN in 
English or Spanish contact 
Client Services at 1-877-353-
1106.  

An example of an ABN form is 
provided here.

For more detailed information 
about LCDs and NCDs go to 
the following site:
https://www.cms.gov/medicar
e-coverage-database/
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