
 

Lab 
Specimen 

Cheat Sheet 

Anatomic pathology/ Surgical Pathology Lab Core/Clinical Lab 

Intraoperative 
Evaluation  

(Frozen section/ gross 
margin evaluation/ 

lymphoma protocol) 

Surgical 
Pathology  

Tissue Exam 

Cytology 
(Requires refrigeration  
if submitted afterhours) 

Leukemia/Lymphoma Panel 
(Flow Cytometry) 

(Requires refrigeration  
if submitted afterhours) 

(Chemistry, microbiology, 
hematology, etc.) 
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Tissue 
(ex. Biopsy, 

excision, 
resection, cores) 

Fresh in specimen 
container 

 

 
Prefilled formalin jar 

or add formalin 
in pathology 

 
 

Not accepted 

RPMI 

 

Fresh in sterile container 

 

Fine needle 
aspiration, 
exfoliative 

brush 
(ex. TBNA, FNA, 
bronch brush, bile 

duct brush) 

Not accepted Not accepted 

CytoLyt 

 

 
RPMI 

  
 

Fresh in sterile container 

 

Body fluid 
(ex. BAL, 
washings, 
peritoneal/ 

pericardial/ pleural 
effusion) 

Not accepted Not accepted 

 
Fresh in specimen container 

 
 

 
Fresh in specimen container 

 
 

 
Fresh in sterile container 

 
 

 


