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	Culture Urine
Notification Date: 8/12/2026
Effective Date: 8/12/2026

	
SUBJECT: Updates to Urine Culture Quantification and Thresholds

The Microbiology Laboratory has implemented a new instrument to allow for automated plating of urine cultures.  
Due to the change in instrumentation, quantities of organisms reported will differ slightly from previous reporting.  Specifically, 10,000-100,000 CFU/mL will now be reported rather than 10,000-50,000 CFU/mL or 50,000-100,000 CFU/mL.  
Thresholds for organism reporting have also been adjusted to align with current laboratory best practices and system alignment goals with Project One.



Please direct questions or comments to:
Rachel Bosserman, PhD, D(ABMM)
Rachel.Bosserman@ssmhealth.com 
Clinical Microbiologist
SSM Health St. Mary's Hospital - Madison
608-258-6393


Please communicate to colleagues and staff in your area accordingly.

Thank you,
Adam Morgan, M.D.
Laboratory Medical Director
Pathology, SSM Health St. Mary’s Hospital Madison
700 South Park Street
Madison, WI 53715
Office: (608) 258-6914
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