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	GI Pathogen Panel
Notification Date: 4/27/2026
Effective Date: 4/28/2026

	
SUBJECT: Update to Gastrointestinal Pathogen Panel Molecular Testing Menu

The Laboratory is updating our gastrointestinal pathogen molecular testing menu.  
We will continue to offer the large, multitarget molecular test for bacterial, viral, and parasitic causes of gastroenteritis as well as a new mid-sized panel. 
These tests have complex requirements for reimbursement and may not be covered by insurance.  Testing is performed daily.  
GI Pathogen Panel testing that was previously performed at Monroe Hospital Laboratory will now be routed to St. Mary’s Madison.
Available molecular panels
1. Immunocompromised Patient Extended GI Pathogen Panel (LAB15275)
· Formerly called Gastrointestinal Pathogen Panel, now available under this new test name
· The test name is updated to reflect that for most immunocompetent outpatients, this test is not indicated, and there may be difficulties in this test being covered by insurance.
· Note: False-positive norovirus results may occur with this test

2. GI Pathogen Panel (LAB10921) (NEW!)
· A mid-sized panel, with less stringent requirements for reimbursement
· Please review smaller list of targets detected in Table 1.
· Note: If Vibrio cholerae is suspected, the laboratory recommends ordering a Vibrio stool culture to maximize sensitivity. 

Most patients with acute diarrhea without symptoms or risk factors for severe illness do not require testing. If testing is indicated, some alternatives to the molecular panels are also suggested for consideration below, depending on your patient's history and symptoms.
A comparison of the targets available on each test is provided below.

	Table 1. Comparison of GI Pathogens Detected

	
	GI Pathogen Panel (LAB10921)


Method: Cepheid
	Immunocompromised Patient Extended GI Pathogen Panel
(LAB15275)
Method: BioFire 
	Alternative Stool Testing Options

*In-house Test
**Sendout Test

	BACTERIA

	Campylobacter (C. jejuni, C. coli)
	✅
	✅
	Stool culture**

	Campylobacter (C. upsaliensis)
	❌
	✅
	Stool culture**

	Salmonella
	✅
	✅
	Stool culture**

	Shigella / Enteroinvasive E. coli (EIEC)
	✅
	✅
	Stool culture**

	Shiga toxin–producing E. coli (STEC)
	✅
	✅
	Stool culture**

	     E. coli O157
	❌
	✅
	Stool culture**

	Enteroaggregative E. coli (EAEC)
	❌
	✅
	N/A

	Enteropathogenic E. coli (EPEC)
	❌
	✅
	N/A

	Enterotoxigenic E. coli (ETEC)
	❌
	✅
	N/A

	Vibrio parahaemolyticus
	✅
	✅
	Vibrio stool culture**

	Vibrio cholerae
	✅
	✅
	Vibrio stool culture**

	Vibrio vulnificus
	❌
	✅
	Vibrio stool culture**

	Yersinia enterocolitica
	✅
	✅
	Stool culture**

	Plesiomonas shigelloides
	❌
	✅
	Stool culture**

	VIRUSES

	Norovirus GI/GII
	✅
	✅
	Norovirus PCR*

	Rotavirus A
	❌
	✅
	Rotavirus Antigen** 

	Adenovirus F40/41
	❌
	✅
	N/A

	Astrovirus
	❌
	✅
	N/A

	Sapovirus
	❌
	✅
	N/A

	PARASITES

	Giardia lamblia
	✅
	✅
	Cryptosporidium/ Giardia Antigen* 

	Cryptosporidium species
	✅
	✅
	Cryptosporidium/ Giardia Antigen*

	Cyclospora cayetanensis
	❌
	✅
	Cryptosporidium and Coccidia Exam** 

	Entamoeba histolytica
	❌
	✅
	Entamoeba histolytica Antigen**, Stool Ova and Parasite**

	






Please direct questions or comments to:
Rachel Bosserman, PhD, D(ABMM)
Clinical Microbiologist
SSM Health St. Mary’s Hospital Madison
Phone 608.258.6393
Rachel.Bosserman@ssmhealth.com
Please communicate to colleagues and staff in your area accordingly.

Thank you,
Adam Morgan, M.D.
Laboratory Medical Director
Pathology, SSM Health St. Mary’s Hospital Madison
700 South Park Street
Madison, WI 53715
Office: (608) 258-6914
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