Swab Collection Guide
Effective September 2023
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*Swab must be foam tipped!
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  *Flu- “Flu A and B by NAAT”
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  *RSV
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in Resistant Staph aureus, PCR (MRSA)
LAB7101601 & 5

ADDITIONAL TEST

INFORMATION

Ordering  Result Interpretation  Administrative

CERNER TESTNAME

Collect
Two (2) nasal swabs collected using MRSA PCR colection kit MRSA by PCR
Call Laboratory for collection kit at 817.250.5608 SEND TO TUBE STATION
The following collection instructions can also be found on the the collection kit
15
+ Insert both swabs 12 cminto first nosti
- Rotate the swabs for 3 seconds while applying sight pressure on outside of nose.
+ Using the same swabs, repeat for second nostril, touching only the inside of the nose. LABORATORY
« Place swabs into plastic transport tube & secure the red cap. Do not break off swabs. DEPARTMENT
- Transportto the Microbiology laboratory in a specimen transport bag.
Core 3
" Microbiology
Unacceptable Conditions 817.250.5608

‘Specimens not collected on approved swabs in MRSA PCR collection kit

‘Specimens collected on any site other than nares.

Blood Bank Tube Labeling
‘Specimens on patient <2 years of age.

Blood Culture Collections.
Storage/Transport Temperature Coag. Tube Collection Guide

Neonatal Blood Collection
Volumes

Transport to Microbiology (Stationi 15) as soon as possible after collection

I transport must be delayed, swabs may be held at room temperature up to 24 hours.
Urine Preservative and

" . Transport List
Stability (from collection to iation) =
Expanded Test List
Ambient 24 hours CAP Accreditation Certficate v
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Culture Wound Superficial
LAB7101390 & &

Ordering  Result Interpretation  Administrative

Patient Preparation
Remove surface exudate by wiping with 70% alcohol or sterile saline.
Collect
Deep Wound, Abscess, Drainage, or Non-healing wound collected with an approved swab and transported in an
‘aerobic transport
OR

Aspirate collected with a syringe and transferred to a sterile screw cap container. Do not transport the syringe.

Approved swabs: Culturette EZ II, Copan Eswab, or other dacron/rayon swab in an aerobic transport system.

Storage/Transport Temperature

Ambient
Transport specimen to the laboratory as soon as possible after collection.

Stability (from collection to iation)
Prior to initation of testing

Ambient: 24 Hours.

Refrigerated: 24 Hours

Frozen: Unacceptable

Performed

ADDITIONAL TEST

INFORMATION

CERNER TESTNAME

C Wnd Sup

SEND TO TUBE STATION

15

LABORATORY
DEPARTMENT

Core 3
Microbiology
817.250.5606

Blood Bank Tube Labeling
Blood Culture Collections
Coag. Tube Collection Guide

Neonatal Blood Collection
Volumes

Urine Preservative and
Transport List

Expanded Test List

CAP Accreditation Certificate
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OBTAINING A SPECIMEN
m Direct the tip toward the tonsil area.

m DO NOT touch the swab tip to any other area of
the mouth, including the tongue.

Collect throat swab samples by standard clinical
methods. Depress the tongue with a tongue blade
or spoon. Be careful not to touch the tongue, sides or
top of the mouth with the swab. Rub the swab on the
back of the throat, on the tonsils, and in any other
area where there is redness, inflammation or pus.

OBTAINING A SPECIMEN (con’t.)
m Touch the swab tip to the tonsil area.

m Rub the swab tip quickly and firmly over this area to obtain
agood sample.

m Remove swab from mouth (without touching any surface).

m A gag reflex reaction is very common when a good sample
is obtained.

| |tis recommended that the swab specimen be processed as
soon as possible after collection.
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