Quantiferon-TB Gold Plus
H EALTH Collection and Processing Instructions

Blood Collection
1. Collect 1mL of blood into each of the QFT-Plus blood collection
tubes.

a. All four tubes must be collected together.

b. The tubes fill slowly. Keep the tube on the needle for 2-3
seconds once the tube appears to have completed filling to
ensure the full volume is drawn.

c. Blood collection tubes must be at room temperature (17-
27°C) at the time of blood collection. (see Figure 1)

d. Although there is no stated requirement for order of
collection, a common collection order is: Nil, TB1, TB2, and
Mitogen.

e. Do not overfill tubes. The black mark on the side of the
tubes indicates the validated range of 0.8 — 1.2 mL. If the
level of blood is below or above this mark, the specimen
must be redrawn. (see Figure 2)

f.  Alithium heparin purge tube should be used in situations
where a butterfly needle is used to collect blood.

2. Immediately shake or invert all four tubes ten (10) times

a. Thorough mixing is required to dissolve antigens on the
tube walls. Ensure the entire inner surface of the tube is
coated with blood. (see Figure 3)

b. Do not shake the tube so hard as to disrupt the gel layer.

3. Label all four tubes appropriately.
a. Do not completely cover the black mark or back window.
b. Incorrect labeling will cause delays in results.
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Figure 2. The black mark indicates the fill
level of the tube. If the level of blood is
below or above this mark, the specimen

Specimen Stability and Transport must be redrawn.

4. Immediately transport specimens at room temperature (17-27°C) to
the laboratory.

a. If sample cannot be delivered to the laboratory for
immediate processing it may be stored at room
temperature but must be delivered to and processed by the
lab within 16 hours.

b. Samples should never be refrigerated.

Figure 3. Immediately after drawing,
invert the tubes 10 times to ensure the
entire inner surface is coated with blood.

Blood collection tubes catalog no. 622536 For questions please call the clinical laboratory at: 916-734-0500
QuantiFERON Nil Tube (gray cap, white ring)

Quant?FERON TB1 Tube (green cap, whit.e rir.1g) An excellent collection training video can be found on QIAGEN’s website:
QuantiFERON TB2 Tube (yellow cap, white ring) https://qiagen.showpad.com/share/p2PZduN4MTI7YuMNeinHE/O

QuantiFERON Mitogen (purple cap, white ring)




