
Microbiology Specimen Collection Chart

STERILE CUP

Acid-Fast Bacillus (AFB) Culture and AFB Stain (CXAFB)
ANAEROBIC CULTURE (CXANA)
ASPERGILLUS GALACTOMANNAN AG, BRONCH WASH 
(ASPGW)
BACTERIAL CULTURE AND GRAM STAIN (CXBS) –COPAN 
eSWAB PREFERRED
BACTERIAL CULTURE WITH ANAEROBE AND GRAM STAIN 
(CXBSN) –COPAN eSWAB PREFERRED
Bronchial Washing Culture, Quantitative (CXQBR)
Clostridioides (Clostridium) difficile Toxin PCR, Stool(CDPCI)
CHLAMYDIA/GC PCR-URINE (CTGCU)- COBAS PCR URINE 
SAMPLE KIT PREFERRED
FECAL LACTOFERRIN, STOOL WBC (LEUKV)
FUNGAL CULTURE (CXFUN)
FUNGAL CULTURE HAIR, NAIL, SKIN (CXFNS)
Giardia/Cryptosporidium Antigen, Stool (GCEIA)
Helicobacter pylori Antigen, Stool (HELO)
Histoplasma Antigen, Urine (HGU)
LEGIONELLA AG URINE (LEGAT)
Mycobacterium tuberculosis/Rifampin Resistance PCR 
(TBRIF)
PNEUMOCYSTIS JIROVECI PNEUMONIA (PJP)
Pneumonia Pathogen Nucleic Acid Detection Test (BALPC)
Tissue Culture, Quantitative (CXQNT)
QUANTITATIVE SMALL BOWEL CULTURE (CXQSB)
RESPIRATORY CULTURE W/GRAM STAIN (CXRES)
Sterile Body Fluid Culture with Gram Stain (CXFLD)
Sterile Body Fluid Culture with Anaerobe and Gram Stain 
(CXFLN)
TIP CULTURE (CXTIP)
TISSUE CULTURE W/GRAM STAIN, AEROBIC (CXTIS)
Tissue Culture with Anaerobe and Gram Stain (CXTIN)
URINE CULTURE (CXURN) – BD VACUTAINER PREFERRED
YEAST CULTURE (CXYST)
Zika Virus Nucleic Acid Detection Test, Urine (ZIKVU) –MUST
BE COLLECTED ALONGSIDE PLASMA (EDTA/NAC/ACD-A) 
TUBE

DO NOT USE FOR:
• Gastrointestinal Pathogens Nucleic Acid Test (GIPC3) –

USE CARY-BLAIR TRANSPORT VIAL
• OVA & PARASITE EXAM (OP) – USE PARA PAK 

FORMALIN AND PVA VIALS
• STOOL CULTURE (CXSTO, CXARO, CXVIB, CXYER) – USE 

CARY-BLAIR TRANSPORT VIAL

BD VACUTAINER URINE 
TRANSPORT TUBE

URINALYSIS W/ CULTURE REFLEX, (UACXI) – MUST COLLECT 
URINALYSIS AND CULTURE TUBES SEPARATELY

URINE CULTURE (CXURN)

CAPPED SYRINGE
NEEDLE MUST BE 

REMOVED

Acid-Fast Bacillus (AFB) Culture and AFB Stain (CXAFB)
ANAEROBIC CULTURE (CXANA)
Bacterial Culture and Gram Stain (CXBS)
Bacterial Culture with Anaerobe and Gram Stain (CXBSN)
FUNGAL CULTURE (CXFUN)
Mycobacterium tuberculosis/Rifampin Resistance PCR 
(TBRIF)
Sterile Body Fluid Culture with Gram Stain (CXFLD)
Sterile Body Fluid Culture with Anaerobe and Gram Stain 
(CXFLN)

COPAN eSWAB

ANAEROBIC CULTURE (CXANA)
Bacterial Culture and Gram Stain (CXBS)
Bacterial Culture with Anaerobe and Gram Stain 
(CXBSN)
CANDIDA AURIS (CANAT)
FUNGAL CULTURE (CXFUN) – STERILE CUP PREFERRED
Group A Streptococcus Culture, Throat (CXGRA)
Group B Streptococcus Nucleic Acid Detection Test, 
Vaginal/Rectal (GBS2)
Methicillin Resistant Staphylococcus aureus (MRSA) 
Screen, Non-nasal (CXMRN)
Methicillin Resistant Staphylococcus aureus (MRSA), 
Surveillance, Nasal (CXMRS)
Neisseria gonorrhoeae Culture (CXGON)
YEAST CULTURE (CXYST)

DO NOT USE FOR: 
• CHLAMYDIA/GC PCR (CTNGG, CTGNR, CTNGT) –

USE ROCHE COBAS SWAB KIT
• FLU, COVID-19, OR VIRAL PCR (HVZPL, FLUCO, 

FLUPC, RPNA3, COV19) – USE COPAN UTM SWAB 
(PINK)

• M. TUBERCULOSIS RIFAMPIN RESISTANCE PCR 
(TBRIF) – USE STERILE CUP, SYRINGE, OR SUCTION 
TRAP

• RAPID GROUP A STREP ANTIGEN (RPST) – USE 
DRY RAYON OR POLYESTER SWAB

• STERILE BODY FLUID CULTURE W/GRAM STAIN 
(CXFLD/CXFLN) – USE STERILE CUP OR SYRINGE

• TISSUE CULTURE W/GRAM STAIN (CXTIS/CXTIN) –
USE STERILE CUP

• VAGINITIS PCR (BCTVP) – USE HOLOGIC APTIMA
KIT

HOLOGIC APTIMA KIT

VAGINITIS PCR (BCTVP)

DO NOT USE FOR ANY OTHER TEST

ROCHE COBAS PCR SWAB 

CHLAMYDIA/GC PCR-GENITAL (CTNGG)
CHLAMYDIA/GC PCR-RECTAL (CTNGR)
CHLAMYDIA/GC PCR-THROAT (CTNGT)

DO NOT USE FOR: 
• CHLAMYDIA/GC PCR-URINE – USE COBAS PCR 

URINE SAMPLE KIT OR STERILE CUP
• HPV PCR (HPVC) – USE THIN PREP VIAL
• HSV / VZV PCR (HVZPL) – USE COPAN UTM SWAB 

VAGINITIS PCR (BCTVP) – USE  HOLOGIC APTIMA 
KIT

SUCTION TRAP

Acid-Fast Bacillus (AFB) Culture and AFB Stain (CXAFB)
ASPERGILLUS GALACTOMANNAN AG BRONCH WASH 
(ASPGW)
Bronchial Washing Culture, Quantitative (CXQBR)
FUNGAL CULTURE (CXFUN)
Mycobacterium tuberculosis/Rifampin Resistance PCR 
(TBRIF)
Pneumonia Pathogen Nucleic Acid Detection Test 
(BALPC)
RESPIRATORY CULTURE W/GRAM STAIN (CXRES)

UTM SWAB KIT (RED OR 
WHITE CAP)

HSV-1/2 and VZV Nucleic Acid Detection Test, Lesion 
(HVZPL)
Influenza A/B and RSV Nucleic Acid Detection Test 
(FLUPC)
Mpox Virus Nucleic Acid Detection Test, Lesion 
(MPXNA)
PERTUSSIS DNA DETECTION (BORPC)
SARS-CoV-2 (COVID-19) Nucleic Acid Detection Test 
(COV19)
UPPER RESPIRATORY PATHOGEN NUCLEIC ACID 
DETECTION TEST (RPNA3)

DO NOT USE FOR: 
• ANY BACTERIAL, AFB, OR FUNGAL CULTURE – USE

STERILE CUP, COPAN ESWAB, CAPPED SYRINGE, 
OR SUCTION TRAP

• CHLAMYDIA/GC PCR (CTNGG, CTNGR, CTNGT) –
USE ROCHE COBAS PCR SWAB KIT

• RAPID GROUP A STREP ANTIGEN (RPST) – USE DRY 
RAYON OR POLYESTER SWAB

• VAGINITIS PCR (BCTVP) – USE HOLOGIC APTIMA 
KIT

CARY-BLAIR STOOL
TRANSPORT MEDIUM

AEROMONAS CULTURE (CXARO)
VIBRIO CULTURE (CXVIB)
YERSINIA CULTURE (CXYER)
STOOL CULTURE (CXSTO)
Giardia/Cryptosporidium Antigen, Stool (GCEIA)
OR
Gastrointestinal Pathogens Nucleic Acid Test (GIPC3)

DO NOT USE FOR:
• C. DIFFICILE TOXIN PCR (CDPCI) – USE STERILE CUP
• IMMUNOCHEMICAL OCCULT BLOOD (IFOB) – USE 

OC-LIGHT S FIT STRIPS
• STOOL H PYLORI ANTIGEN (HELO) – USE STERILE 

CUP
• WBC SMEAR (WBCSM) – USE STERILE CUP

PARA-PAK 
PVA & FORMALIN VIALS

Giardia/Cryptosporidium Antigen, Stool (GCEIA)
OVA & PARASITE EXAM, STOOL (OP)

DO NOT USE FOR:
• C. DIFFICILE TOXIN PCR (CDPCI) – USE STERILE CUP
• Gastrointestinal Pathogens Nucleic Acid Test 

(GIPC3) – USE CARY-BLAIR VIAL
• IMMUNOCHEMICAL OCCULT BLOOD (IFOB) – USE 

OC-LIGHT S FIT STRIPS
• STOOL CULTURE (CXSTO) – USE CARY-BLAIR VIAL
• STOOL H PYLORI ANTIGEN (HPYG) – USE STERILE 

CUP
• WBC SMEAR (WBCSM) – USE STERILE CUP

CHLAMYDIA/GC PCR-URINE (CTGCU)

DO NOT USE FOR ANY OTHER TEST

IMMUNOCHEMICAL OCCULT BLOOD (IFOB)

DO NOT USE FOR ANY OTHER TEST 

COBAS PCR URINE SAMPLE KIT

OC-LIGHT FIT TUBES
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